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PHANTOM PREY
by 
John Sandford
“Expect another trip to the bestseller lists for one of the 
most consistently entertaining crime writers working today.” 

-- Booklist advance review of PHANTOM PREY
Pulitzer-Prize-winning journalist John Sandford reminds readers once again with PHANTOM PREY why he’s a #1 New York Times bestselling author.  PHANTOM PREY 
(G. P. Putnam’s Sons: Publication date: May 6, 2008: Price $26.95; ISBN 978-0-399-15500-0) is rich in unforgettable characters and pulse-pounding plot, and full of the tongue-in-cheek wit for which Sandford is known.  Once again, we join his Prey series protagonist lovable tough-guy cop Lucas Davenport, in a heart-pounding novel of action and suspense.  
Davenport is still working for Minnesota’s Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA), where he handles the most difficult―and most violent―crimes.  This time, however, it’s his well-intentioned, surgeon wife, Weather, who drags him into one of the eeriest and most dangerous cases of his career.  It begins when Weather’s friend, Alyssa Austen, returns to her empty home and is overwhelmed by an odd feeling.  That feeling proves prophetic when she finds smears of blood in her kitchen…blood that turns out to be that of her daughter, Frances.  Despite having no body, no leads, and a highly involved mother, Davenport steps in―while at the same time trying not to step on the toes of the investigator officially assigned to the case.  Complete with subordinates and performance reviews, for Davenport is now the boss, he must pay attention and play the “politics” game now…a little bit, at least.   
Frances Austen is an heiress who dabbled in Goth subculture, and when multiple Goths are found dead after Frances’s disappearance, Davenport is apparently after a serial killer targeting Goths.  A woman known as “Fairy” (the nickname given to a particular pale, delicate Goth type) is the lead suspect. As her nickname suggests, she seems to flutter away every time Davenport gets close.  

-over-
Pursuing the Fairy isn’t the only thing on Davenport’s plate, of course.  He’s also part of a stake-out involving cop killers and drug dealers, which entails spying on a beautiful woman.  (Life isn’t always so bad for Davenport.)
Sandford mixes startling plot twists, non-stop action, and witty, gritty dialogue―classic thriller elements with modern, untraditional characters. In making friends with an enemy and realizing a family friend may not be, Davenport unravels a dark and daunting mystery, revealing the mind games people play, and the games the mind can play on people.  
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